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ALBERT AND AI.MIRA. 


A MORAL TALE. 


6 L charge thee, Cromwell, fling away Ambition.” 
SHAKES? RARE. 


AMBITION is a paffion of fo powerful a nature, 
hat it not only baffles the fober dictates of Reafon, 
ut even renders inactive the molt noble virtues of 
he foul, or makes them fubfervient to its lordly, 
nd often guilty, defiggs. Where lives the man, 
hofe bofom cherithes not the refilefs fire of Ambi- 
jon? From the feeptcred monarch, to the lowly 
jown, it fpreads its banefulinfilueace. The fump- 
uous domes of grandeur, and the ftraw-fhed cot- 
age, alike give refidence to the peace-deftroying 

nd. Let the object of our withes be what it will, 

mbition urges its attulmment ; and even poffeflion 
ools notthe ardour of the flame, bnt adds a keen- 
befsto defire, Not that I deem Ambition always 
angerous. Infome purfuits, when tempered with 
eaton, and reflrained by modefty, it ought to be 
herifhed. The foldier inthe field of battle, whofe 
bulom glows not with the fervour of Ambition, 
aunet reafonably expec the laurels of Victory. 
n him, Asbitionis a virtue; but in thefe objects, 

ho aim at the attainment of fitwations in life 
which the united efforts of nattre and education 
ave rendered them incapable of fiftaining, either 
vith credit to themfeives, cr advantage tothe com- 
mynity ; in them, Ambition is a vice, and mejits 

orn and conteim pt. 

From my obfervation of men and manners, I 
pave earned that Difcontent is the parent of Ambi- 
ion. Few they are, I believe, who can with truth 
ffert, thactbey are contented with the fituation in 
hich Providence has placed them. All would be 
greater than they are ; and many would facrifice 
uppinefs itfelf to reach the fphere of dignity. In 
love, Ambition is moft te be dreaded. Haw many 
lovely, virtuous females, are there, in this country, 
pining in virgin folitude, whofe Pride—which here 
n¢ but another term fer Ambition—will not permit 
hem to receive the addreffes of men, analliance 
ith whom would reduce them toa lower rank than 
that which they are taught they holdin fociety? Too 
greatfor the hoveft induftrious artizan; too mean 
or the titled peer, orwealthy commoner, they are 
deprived of the bleffings of damettic fociety ; and 
fink into oblivion, without leaving any memento 
to perpetuate their names, fave the dumb marble 
that covers their departed forms. Or fhould their 
beauty attra¢t the eyes of grandew, fhould their va- 
nity be flattered by the attention of greatnefs, how 
often are they made the dupes of unmeaning folly ! 
how often do they fall victims to artifice and deceit ! 

“In pride, in reafoning pride, their error lies: 
All quit there fphere, and rufy into the fkies. 
A‘picing to be gods, angels felt; 
Alpising to.be angels, men rebel. Port 
To you, ye fair, 1 new addrefs myfelf. Scorn 
not then the-preeepts. of him, who is too tenacious 













of the happinefs of one, to beindifferent.to the ‘peace | 


ofthe reft of your fex. And. you, ye parents, whe 
8 the iwfant minds, of your ofspriag diffeminate 
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with anxious care, the feeds of Ambition, perufe 
with attention the fhort hiftory of Albert and Almi- 
ra; and learn from thence how dangerous the path 
that leads to earthly grandeur, in which inpocence 
and happinefs are often loft, and virtue is manacled 
in the fpares of ruin ! 

Almira was the daughter of a worthy tradefman, 
who, having acquired by his induftry an independ- 
ent fortune, retired from the noife and hurry of the 
city, to a {mall eftate in the country, which he had 
recently purchafed, to enjoy the ftill and tranquil 
harmony of the country. in this reclufe fpot, di- 
verfified by every charm of Navre; calculated for 
contemplation, and cnricbhed bya fecial and convi- 
vial neighborhood, Mr. Ofborne had not yet paffed 
thiee months ere Death furmened him te the gloo- 
my manfions of the grave, leaving Almira and her 
mother to lament his lofs. 

In thefe moments of diftrefs, the forrows of the 
affiéted mourners found an alleviation from the 
friencthip and atuntion of a worthy couple in the 
village, with whom they had contracted an intinta- 
cy. The focicty of Mr. Barwell and his amiable 
wife, who ftrove by every mark of kindnef& to re- 
move the melancholy which refted on the mind of 
Mrs, Ofborne and her levely daughter was a valua- 
bie acytiftion; and, aided by Time, whe feftens 
the muit painful difirefs, the venerable pair had the 
heppinefs to fee the fimiles of chearfulnefS reani- 
» the clouded brow of their fair friends. 

Some fix months had now elepfed fince the death 
of Mr. Ofborne; when Albert the only fon of Mr. 
Barwell, arrived at his father’s honfe, on leave of 
abfence from his regiment. At the moment of his 
arrival the family were on a vifit to Mrs. Ofborne ; 
whither the young foldicr, after having changed his 
drefs, immediately hafened. 

The ferenity of the evening had invited the par- 
ty into the fields, and they were purfuing their 
walk by the fide of a canal; when Almira, ap- 
proaching too near the edge of the bank, the turf 
gave way, and fhe fell into the water. The noifé 
which was occafioned by ber fall rouzed the atten- 
tion of her friends, who were a fhort diftance from 
her: but, before they could return to. the fpot, 
young Barwell, who beheld the accident on the-op- 
pofite fide of the river, had refcued her from the 
water, and brought the lifelefs beauty in triumph 
ta the fhore. 

The fa!l of Almirainto, and her refcue from the 
water, were fo momentary that the minds of the 
fpectators had fcarcely imbibed an apprehenfion 
for her fafety, before the impreffien was removed 
by the courage and intrepidity of her brave deliver- 
er, the gallant Albert. The application of a few 
falts, and fome other neceflary atteation, foon re- 
ftored Almira to.a fenfe of-her fafety ; and, affifted 
by her friends, f&e regained her habitation, while 
Albert returned to his father’s to fhift his drenched 
garments. 

The fight of the beautiful Almira, tranfitory and 
unfavorable as it was, had made a forcible imprefiion 
on the young foldier ;; avd -+he was on the point of 
again fetting eut for the refidence of Mrs.Ofborne, 
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that Almira had retired to bed, prevented his de- 
fign, , , 

The anfwers which he received to his enquiries 
relative to the fair obje& of his thoughts, pained 
him to the heart. She was heirefs to a fortune, 
which, though not large, was fuperior to that 


tled to receive s and the had been taught from her in- 
fancy by her infatuated parent, that her beauty 
would claim the attention of men of rank and title ; 
and Mrs. Ofborne anxioufly hoped to fee her family 
ennobled in the marriage of her daughter. 

Information fo unfavorable to the hopes of young 
Barwell, enforced the neceflity of driving the image 
of Almira from his thoughts, and he refolutely de- 
termined to behold her but as a friend; as one, a- 
gainft analliance with whom fate had fixed an in- 
furmountable bar. The intimacy of their families, 
however, afforded frequent interviews to the young 
people; in each of which, Albert found Almira 
more lovely, and his refolution to banith her from 
his thonghts more feebly ; till, at length, incapa- 
ble of confining any longer within his own breaft 
the affection he bore her, he difciofed, without re- 
ferve, the ftate of hisheart, and implored a mutu- 
al return of fondnefs. The declaration of Albert 
was received by Almira not without emotions of 
pleafure: but the leffons of Ambition which fhe had 
received from her mother, in which the vifionary 
hopes of greatnefs were pourtrayed ip their moft en- 
chanting forms, recurring to her mind, checked tie 
rifing fmile of ingenious fimplicity, and veiled her 
brow in frowns of anger. 

This violence to her inclination was a cruel fa- 
crifice to the crooked policy, the frigid and mar- 
row fentiments, of an ambitious and miftaken pa- 
rent; who no fooner became informed of Albert’s 
attachment to her daughter, than fhe immediately 
removed her from the village, and conducted her to 
the city of Bath, where the placed her under the 
care of a near relation, 

In this place of polite refort, Almira attracted 
the notice of Lord beoftoffe, a young nobleman of 
an immenfe fortune; and, flattered by the attenti- 
on and importunities of his lordthip, fhe liftened 
with pleafure to his paffién. While with this diffi- 
pated nobleman, Almira was partaking of every 
diverfion and amufement which the place afforded ; 
and contemplating, with an-eye of rapture, the 
fcenes of future grandew into which her propiti- 
ous fortune was on the point of introducing her; 
the defponding Albert returned to his regiment, op- 
preffed with all the horrors of a hopelefs pailicn, 
from which the friendly hand of Death has fince re- 
leafed him, 

The ardor of Loeftoffe’s. attachment would not 
admit of any long delay; and he urged, with 
much apparent warmth, the appointment of the 
day thae frould make him happy. Mrs. Ofborne 
caught with avidity the propofition of his lordihip ; 
and the credwlous Almira covifented to give him 
her hand at the expiration of a week. 

Every hous was now whslly employed in prepar- 
ing for the enfning nuptials. A fpecial licence was 





procured, anddepofited in the hands of Mrs. Ofborne 


ae CEE om csigeaete ct? Benet VOR , 
; : me . 


which, on the death of his father he would be enti- ~ 





ee ty pes erirenty bee 


myn 


Wea 






















































M) Ait oe ont 


aye feet) ated 6 oop pet Idec sot > 


Petit ee ee 


hehe ie 


{ 
. 


es 


—_ 


a ’ 


eo =e, 


x 


eee 


gyre? 
‘* — 


Ty 


who was fo much engaged..with the arrangement | 


of neceflaries for the happy event that was to raife 
her daughter tothe pinnacle of greatnefS, and realize 
her own ambitious hopes, that every other circum- 
ftance was difcharged from her memory. Availing 
himfef of this weaknefS in the guardian of her 
daughter’s honor, and employing unmanly artifice 
with the unfufpicious Almira, the perfidious lover 
obtained the gratification of his utmoft withes ; and 
then unfeelingly abandoned her to all the horrors 
which a fituation like that of the deluacd maid 
was calculated to excite. 

The infatuated parent now faw, too Jate, the 
folly ef Ambition; and, confcious that fhe had 
brought deftruction on her child, the fell into a pa- 
roxyfim of madnefs, under which infliding malady 
fhe drags a life of extreme wretchednefs: while 
the victim of her misjudging council, retiring into 
that folitude from whence fhe precipitately emerg- 
ed, devotes her life to prayer and penitence; and, 
with her diftracted parent, exhibits a melancholy 
example of Pride, of Folly, and of Ambition. 


D> >> — 


Mefirs. Woonrurr es Pecutin, 
By giving the following HistoricaL SCRAP a Cor- 
ner of your valuable paper you willoblige F. 


The Princes and States affembled in the open 
fields between Mentz and Worms, no hall being 
large encugh to hold them; and after fix weeks 
encampment and deliberation they eleéted Conrad 
Emperor. The Lombards revolting, as. ufual, 
foon after the ele&tion of the new Emperor, Conrad 
marched into Italy, and having reduced the rebels 
by, force of arms went to Rome, where Pope John 
XX. confecrated and crowned him io the prefence 
of Canute the greatof England and Rodolph JI. of 
Tranejurane Burgundy, A. D. 1027. Cunrad’s co- 
ronation was fcarcely over before he was neceflia- 
ted to return to Germany, to quell fome infurredi- 
ons which had been raifed during his abfence, de- 
feating the authors of it in feveral pitched battles ; 
in one of which, Erneft, Duke of Suabia, who had 
been put to the ban of the empire, was flain,* and 
the rebellion crufhed. 

The word Baw originally fignified banner, after- 
wards edict, and laftly a declaration of outlawry, 
which was intimated thus, ‘* We declare thy wife 
2 widow, thy children orphans; and fend thee in 
the name of the devil, to the four corners of the 
earth.” This is the firft inftance in record of that 
pr -f-ription and which in al! probability origina- 
ted with Conrad in confequence of the rebellious 
difpofition of the Lombards, 

* Heifs, liber I, 
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A MATHEMATICAL QuestTion. 


SUPPOSE a tree in the form of a Cone, whofe 
p rpendicular height is 24 feet, and the diameter of 
its Bafe 3 feet; and fuppofe avine to fpring from 
the ground, at the bafe of the tree, and to convolve 
the tree in the form of a fcrew, whofe turns are 6 
inches afiinder {meafuring in a right line from the 
circumference of the bafe of the tree to its vortex) 
—reqvuired the length of the vine that thall reach the 
top of the faid tree? PHILOS. 

SP 
Meffrs, Painters, 

A QUESTION appeared in your paper of Satur- 
day laft, viz.—** A gentleman had in his garden a 
pond, whofe axes are in proportion as 3 to 4, &c.”’ 
To which the following anfwer is propofed : 


———s 


Anfwer, Tranfverfe 56 fect 4 inches.. 
Conjagate 42 3 
per conics. L. 
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THE GARLAN D-Nol. 


To Mas. WHITLOCK. 


THOU tragic fitter, daughter of defpair, 

With looks diltraéted, and difordered hair! 
Thine eyes. are tongues— of eloquence poffefs’d, 
Of love impreflive !—language unexprefs’d ! 
fE’en as ily thoughts on fatal objects glow, 

E’er from thy lips, the dreadful accents flow, 
Thine eyes, in intellectual ftyle, foretell 

The bloody thought ;—how virtuous warriors fell, 
When love, diftracted, from thy bofom fl'es, 
Then all thy heart is printed in thine eyes: 

There dark revenge, intrigue, and death are read, 
When, at a look, the chief—the audience bled; 
A daughter orphan’d, or an injured queen, 
Excites thy vengeance, or thy looks ferene.] * 
—Poetic lines, long frozen on the page, 

By thy warm tongue are kindled into rage ; 

By thee transform’d, they iffue into fire, 

Melt into love, or quicken to defire, 


* Aliuding to certain charaters. 


ao 
THE TRAVELLER—A FAPLE. 

DURING the ysiolence ofa ftorm, a traveller im- 
plored relief from Jupiter, and intreated bim to af- | 
fuage the tempeft. But Jupiter lent a deaf ear to_, 
his intreaty. Struggling with the unabating fury of 
the whirlwind, tired, and far from fheiter, he grew | 
peevith and difcontented. ‘* It is thus, faid he, the | 
Gods, to whom our facrifices are offered daily, 
heedlefs of our welfare, and amufed with our ful- , 
fefings, make an oftentatious parade of their om- | 
nipotence.” At length, approaching the verge of | 
a foreft, ‘‘ Here,’’ he cried, “ 1 thall find that fuc- | 
cour and protection which Heaven, cither unable | 
or unwilling, hath refufed.”” But as he advanced, 
a robber rofe fuddenty from a brake; and onr trev- 
eller, impelled by inflant terror, and the profpect 
of great danger, betook himfelf to flight, expofing 
himfelf to the tempeft of which he had fo bitterly 
complained. His enemy, mean while, fitting an 
arrow to his bow, took exact aim; but the bow- 
firing being relaxed with the moifture, the deadly 
weapon fell thort of its mark, and the traveller 
efcaped uninjured. As he continued his journey, 
a voice iffued awful from the clouds: ‘* Meditate 
on the providence as well as on the power of Heav- | 
en. The ftorm which you deprecated fo blafphe- 
moufly, hath been the means of your prefervation. 
Had not the bow-ftring of your enemy been render- 
ed ufelefs by the rain, you had fallen a prey to his 


violence !”’ 


Anecdote of Montecuculi, the Italian General, and 
Competitor to the great Turenne. 

THIS general when he commanded the Imperial 
army, had ona march given orders, on pain of 
death, that no one fhould walk over the corn. A 
foldier, returning from a village, ignorant of the 
orders, came through’ path in acorn field. Mon- 
tecuculi who perceived him, commanded the pre- 
vot to hang him. In the meanwhile, the foldier 
advanced towards the General, and pleaded his ig- 
norance, to which Montecuculi replied, ** The pre- 
vot muft do his duty.” As all this occurred a}- 
moft in aninftant, the foldier was not yet difarm- 
ed, when full of rage and revenge he faid, “* 1 was 
not guilty before, but now | am,” and at the fame 
time, fired his piece at the General.—It miffed, 
and he was pardoned, 


— epee — 


MAXIM. : 
TOO much felf-love is a great weaknefs, and at 
the fame time deceitful in a high degree ; a man who 








has it to excefs, depends upon every body about him. 
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THE Opera of Inx ie and Yarico is an exqui 
portrait -of the. force of ingratitude, and the 
flict between pride and the remaining fpark; 
fenfibility. One would fcarcely imagine that 
man could be fo far divefted of humanity, 
mercenary and unprineipled, as to confign to fi, 
ry a beloved object who had refcued him from 
ftruction ; but human depravity he® no bounds, 

Ja the exhibition of this Opera lait evening p 
ny of the characters, received a greater tribut: 
applanfe from the audience than they juftly msg 
ted. The reprefentation in many parts wag 
life vivacity, and characteriftic energy. Mr. M 
fhali’s abilities feem but indifferently qualified 
parts where fuch a conflict of paffions predom 
ate; in the prominent character of Inxigz he wa 
ed that expreflion and pathos which are neceg 
to intereft the paffions of an audience, and he f, 
ed to excite that burft of indignation which the p 
petration of fo flagitions an act would aaturally; 
{pire.. 

Mr. WuHITLock, who has much tragic exeg 
lence, is deficient in point of comic powers ; and 
Sir Chriftopher Curry, the enthufiafm and extra 
gance of his mirth in confequence of the marri 
of Narcissa, were rather forced and unnatur 
—a character to which the talents of Me. Bat 
would have done ample juftice. | 

Mr. Francis inthe characers of Medium, a: 


| Mr.Froft in the lp1sHMAN INLOn DON, was entitig 


te every plaudit that could be beftowed by. a ¢ 
cerning audience. They were parts well adapll 
ed to his genius, and he is pecnihiarly fuccefsfa}j 
exhibiting the odium and difguft that mutt ¢ 
refult from an inveterate habit of mifanthropy. 

Mr. Moreton was tolerable; but Mr,Wicwe 
in Trudge indulged hismnfelf too much in that wad 
gery and Darbyifm which did not well compa 
with his appearance, and as a fervant he was dre 
ed in that elegance of ftile which appeared rath 
incompatible with his ftation. 

Mr. Daruey fignalized himfelf in nothing b 
the power of his voice; unaccompanied howeve 
with that fprightlinefs of afpe& which thould be it 
pleafing concomitant, 

Mrs. MarsHaLtt was exquifite ;—and in 
character of Yarico was an animated portrait 
fimplicity, innocence and the cenftancy of love, 

Mifs Wttxrems performed with tolerable p 
pricty; fome of her attitudes were however u 
graceful, and the is principally deficient in the n 
vous management of her arms, 

Mifs Mitseurne, efpecially as the attem 
the character of Wowtki at fo thort a notice up 


| the account of the indifpofition of Mrs, Or, pm 


on, merited confiderable applaufe. 

To the fons of St. Patrick the Farce of the Iaisa 
MAN in Lonpon was a fubje& of confiderable ep 
cominm, There was much nature in Mr, Green 
performance—Mr. Moreton in Colloony w, te 
alittle more of the Irith brogue, and Mr. : wa 
woop was all animation, 

Mr. Marfhall in Murtocn Detrawy,was | lit 
tle too ftifand phlegmatic forlrifhmen in his fphere 
a Jenomination of gentlemen who are full of bultl 
peculiar geftures, ftrange cadencies of the voice 
and ridiculons modes of expreffion. The potato 
that unfortunately rolled out of his faddle-bags im 
his fearch for his papers, were a laughable incident, 
and a fad mortification to poor Captain Seymou 
in the prefence of his fweet-heart. 

The comic Irith Dance called Tae Suawrock, 
intended as an interlude, was ingenioufly cond ud 
ed, and gave general fatisfaction—bur the only de 
fect that was perhaps apparent, was that the dante 
was rather unfeafonably protracted.. 
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LOST to the found of elevating blifs, 
Alluring mufic—or the feftive dance, 

The. cheerful walk, or philanthopic kifs, 
The rural cottage, or the fmooth expanfe, 


Yet Albert, fince unknowing and unknown, 
Frit deeply veil’d from thy poetic eye, 

1 muft confefs—withont a bluth I own, 
‘True friendthip foothes the pang of mifery. 


It footiies s yet can’t avert the ftern beheft, 
Jt foftens—not removes the rankling fmart ; 
It may affuage the torture of the breaft, 
Yet cannot cure the love -devoted heart.— 


** The world in purcha(e for a friend is gain—”* 
A nominal acquaintance, friend profefs’d? 
A friend in funfhine is the fouleft ftain, 
'Tis folemn mockery—ajfacred jef ! — 
STELLA. 
* Young. 


—~— 
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DESPATR. 


DAYS, months, and years, (unwifh’d for) fill return, 
Arin’d with Freth poinis, to make the wretched mourn ; 
My breat is fubject to corroding care, 

My life to mis’ry, and my fou! Drsrarr. 

Like fonte poor sartor, in a barb’rous 1 nd 

Bereft of hope ; his fellows on the ftiand 

Lie cold in death; no more kind nature warms 


His fhivering Umbs5 no more the profpe&-charms 


His tortur’d brea :—with aching heari he ftrives 

To gain the friendly cot, where pity lives ; 

With tim’rous fteps, and nimble length’ned ftride, 

He moves fill farther from the boift’rous tide ; 

He feeks fome den, fome cave, fome hiding place, 

But all's unknown, five to the favage race ; 

The thick’ning tkies, portend the approaching fho.*r, 

The raging wiads, a forefts pride deflos r. 

The thunders roar, he ftrives to calm his mind, 

Nor onee dares think, on all he’s left behind. 

The cedars break, the weaker tenets bend, 

While.well known haunts, the favage beaft defend. 

Now toral darknefs hides the face of day. 

And glaring fames am‘d the horrors play. 

BRefore—behind-<on either fide he turns, 

Here pours the deluge, theré dire light’ning burns. 

One inflant more—for all he lives he Ggts, 

The bolt defcends—and he peseainixo dies. 
ALBERT. 


— >> 
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IMPROMPTU ON sEEING M1ss P——— $——. 


SURPRIS'D when Grft I faw a face 
So tranfceadantly fair, 

I thought fome angel or fome grace 
Hilwm’d our nether {phere : 

With fear approach*d—by beauty aw’d— 
With wonder | furvey’d— 

That fhe nor grace nor angel was, 
But a Cotumstan Marv! 








Philadelphia, March 109. 
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The prefent high prices of the neceffaries of life 
and their fcarcity feem to cad for legiflative inter- 
pofition. Never was there a period in this coun- 
try at which provifions bore a price any way analo- 
gous to the prefent, and never was there a time 
fince its firft fettlement, at which the quantity was 
fo unequal to the demand. Flour in this city is at 
the enormous rate of fifteen dollars a barrel and is 
rifing daily, and in fome parts of the United States 
it commands a fum equal totwenty dollars. It 
has been fuppofed by fome very competent to give 
an opinion, that there is not more grain in the 
United S:ates at prefent, if as much, as will be ne- 
ce ry for our own confumption ; it certainly then 
bocomes neceflary to give an attention to ourfelves 
before we confider the wants of others; and al- 
though we do not yet experience the miferies of 
want, we certainly thall not be exempt from them, 
if we proceed in draining ourfelves as we have 
done for fome time paft. This fnbject is too mo- 
mentous not to merit the attention of Congrefs.— 
Opr fituation calls for their interpofitiop, and be- 
fore we proceed: too far in our exports of grain 
and flour,an embargo oughttobe laid. The pref- 
fure upou the poor is already feverely felt, and 








their cafe ought to command confideration and at- 


tention. It will be between four and five months 
before our harveft will arrive, and if the exporation 
fhould continue until that time, and our crops 
fhould fail or be fmall, even wealth may partici- 
pate in the general diftrefs. 
ought not to induce us to lofe fight of prudence, 
and we fha!l certainly be onmindfal of its voice, it 


we do not immediately arreft our exports of grain | 


and flour. Itis to be hoped Congrefs wiil turn an 
immediate attention to this fhbject ; it is cerrain- 
ly alarming, and as the guardians of the welfare 
of this country, the people look up to them for 
fuch a provifion as will preferve them from the 
miferies of want. [Aurora.]j 
Exract of a letter from Bourdeaux, Dec. 9. 

Order and tranquility reign generally in France ; 
public offices are in good hands—and every body 
is withing for peace and a republican government. 
Thefe are ovr inceflant withes. The Jacobin party 
is not totally extinguithed ; but itis an object of 
fuch terrer, that the fanguinary moniter can never 
revive iu force. 

The renters of houfes are in extreme diftrefs, ow- 
ing to the high nominal valve ofaffignats. Yefter- 
day at the exchange which regulates the price, we 
heard the cry; ‘* I fell Louis at 2800 livres and | 
buy at 2700.” There is ablind man from Mar- 
feilles who can feel the difference between the true 
and falfe aignats. 

There are provifions in fifficiency, and were it 
not for taxes and ftuckjobbing bread would not be 
very dear. In fpecie, the price is from three to 
nine fons, according to the quality, 

Various are the opinions relative to the affignats. 
To fubftitute for them notes bearing intereft is Con- 
templated ; but this will probably caufe a fudden 
fall of their value. In truth, the peasants with not 
to take them at ali, at leaft in many departments. 

You know the reafon which induced the Conven- 


tion to retain-in their own power, a major part of 


the elections.’ The moment is not arrived, when 
the people are fo prepared for liberty as to enjoy 
complete election. 

I cannot believe there is danger of the return of 
royalty. Ifthe queftion is ever mentioned, it is 
oaly to make that {pecies of goverament more de- 
tefted. 


_ Baltimore, March tt. 

Capt. Peterkin, who arrived yeflerday in the 
Thetis in 21 days from Jeremie,informs that a few 
days previous to his failing, a Britith tranfport called 
the Harriot Capt. Reynolds arrived there, who 
preffed a man from every American Veffel then in 
port, but not being fatisfied therewith made another 
attempt; the Americans refolving to prevent tiis 
fecond infult on their flag ,colected together on board 
the fchooner Eliza, of Baltimore, (fhe being the firft 
Captain R. came along fide of) and ordered the boat 
to keep off, whereupon Capt. R. fired on the fch’r. 
but in return met with a warm falute of wood, 
flones, hand {pikes and crowbars ,which obliged him 
to theer off.—In a fhort time he.returned with his 
‘boat and 20 men, armed with guns, fwords and 
cutlafles, and was again drove offjafter killing one 
man, and wounding another on béard the Eliza, 
and cutting away her main fhrouds with fhet, in 
return for which Capt. R. had fix meu killed and 
feveral wounded. 


The above information relative to the gallant 
defence made by the American feamen in the port 
of Jeremie, againft an attempt to imprefs them into 
the Britih fervice, is confirmed by the arrival of 
Captain Peterfon, and Captain Webb, from Jeremie. 

The lofs of the Britith on that occafion, was fe- 
venteen men killee and wounded, and of the Ame- 
ricans one man killed and one wounded. It ap- 
pears that the Americans were provided with fire 
arms. 


In confequence of a very violent North Wefter- 
ly Wind, which prevailed on Wednefday night and 





Our defire of gain | 








Thurfday, there was a lower tide in the Delaware 
than can be recollected for many years paft. The 
flood-tide was by two feet lower than a commo# 
ebb-tide. The bar oppofite the city was fo much 
uncovered as to be vifible nearly acrofs to the Jer- 
fey fhore. . The violence of the wind muft have 
dene damage ia the country;. even in the city it 
has blown down fome chimnies and a roof in Fourth; 
ftreet. There has not been fo low a tide fince the 
26th of December, 1759, when it was lower than 


Thuefday. 
Axe 


MARRIED, 

—On Thurfday evening the roth inflant by Rev. 
Mr. Uftick, Mr. ALEXANDER BucHawan, to Mifs 
Aww Penrose, both of this city. 

—On Thurfday evening laft, by the Rev. Robert 
Smith, Mr. Jous M‘Kissicx, to Mifs Anna 
Sxowpen, both of this city. 


EEE ~~ 
7. A NEAL, 

Refpe@fally informs his Friend: and the Pubiic, 

that he has commenced a continuation of the 
YOUNG LADIES’ SCHOOL, 
No. 28, Carter’s Alley lately under the direGion of 
Mr. Hufton, whe declines teaching. 

T's fituation is extremely eligible, and in every re- 

h 





== 





fpe& calculated fer accemodating Young Ladies. 
e various branches of ufeful and ornamental! literature 
will be accurately taught. Profeffions of uncommon at- 
tention, OR UNREALIZED FXERTIONS, would be juftly 
deemed fuperfluous by a judicious public ; he refts con- 
{ciéntionfly fatisfied in thé determination of zealoutly 
endeavouring to merit the public patronage, and takes 
this opporrunity of acknowledging the very liberal en- 
couragement received on a former fimilar occafion. 

N.B. Thofe of b's Pupils who may incline to receive 
leffons in vocal mr‘ic, will be inftructed therein exdtu- 
five of adtitiona) expenee. 

PRICE OF TUITION—4 Dottars pr. QUARTER. 


Grupo — 
TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
To Forcapine and Be.tenesxos all poffible attention 
fhall be paid. 
Tosy’s ** Delicious Ode” will be a little unpalatable 
to fome of the fiery beaux, &c. We will hold his cafe 
under caniiderativn. 
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FOR THE PHILADELPHIA MINERVA. 
THE ROBBER. 


DRI‘ N to defpair by fortunc’s ftern decree, 
My friend ungrateful and the world unkind; 
Sweet finitiag peace is known ne more to. me, 
She's fled nor left a ray of hope behind. 


With terror as I fearch this foreft’s gloom, 

(Made gloomitr by the deep’ning fhades of night,) 
Each fimpile obi: @, in my lonely roam, 

Profents new horrors to my aching fight. 

The raveas croak that fills the mind with dread, 
The horrid wailings of the moaping owl ; 

The drowfy bittern loomins o’er my head, 

Suits well the fad diforders of my foul. 

Ah me! what noife was that my fpirits fail, 
Sure "twas the fougd of my purfuers tread 
No—'tis the ruitling of the hollew gale, 
That marmurs through the dark and diftant fhade. 








Yet fomething o’er yon paTage feem'd to ral, 

So conftience does the guilty mind affright; 

lis troubled fancy painteth things unreal, 

And thrafts fad wiitens on thé cheated fight, 

Theve was a time when I ne’er knew its ftings, 
Wohea virtue beam’d upon my youthful heart; 

W hen healih and affluence bore on pleafure’s wings 
Bach plealing joy that cou’da charm impart. 


But why recall thefe pleafures te my view ; 

Why pictare thofe lov’d fcenes forever pat ; 

Why thus the fources of my griefs renew ; 

Thof: joys were wreck’d by cold misfortuse’s blak. 
Aad why lament of difappointed aid ; 

Why tell how fickle friendfhip’s fa. ours are ; 

They vanith in advesfities dark fhade, 


, And leave the wretch to wander in defpair. 


Long worn with grief, by poverty ‘iftrefs'd, 
Aili&ioas load with fortitude 1 bore; 

Till with fevered injuries oppiefs"d, 

With eruel man | wag’d eternal war. 

Bui now the guilty conlict is no more, 
Kkenection ! Jet thy pangs forever ceate: 
Some pitying angel geatly hovering oer, 
May whifper to my confcience foothing peace. 


Thus dal the-wretch the page of forrew fill, 
in faultering accents, thus his Fate difclofe 5 
W hen froin the lonely foreft, dark and fill, 
Wis lat fad figh, anf parting groan arofe. —_— 
— ue " 
FOR THE PHILADELPHIA MINERVA, 


THE MATERIALIS T—No, 1. 


ON no fubjec& which the ingenuity of man has 
taught him to fpeculate, does be feel himfelf more 
interefted than inthe manner of his owt exiitence. 
And ou none have fo many eppefite opinions been 
formed; each of which if it proves not the-prepon 
derance of truth, at leaft difplays the ingenuity of 
man. And whether we contemplate the ideus of 
Piato, purfue the tranfmmgrations of PitTHacor 
as, or, mark the emanations ef Ztin0, we are ec- 
qually ftrack with their elegance and ingenuity. 

But quitting the ancient fchools whofe dogma: 
have long fiuce been, either, configned to reft, or 
interwoven by modern Philofophers into their fy‘ 
tems, ws 






fiell is open for owr fpeculation; and the queftion 
is not now, whether at death man returns. inmedi- 
ately to the fountain from which he fprung, or to 
purify him from fins contracted in a prior ftate, he 
firft tranfmigrate through all apimated nature ; 
but whether the fentient principle in man be mat- 
ter or fpirit, thatis, whether it be material or im- 
material. . 

As nothing tends more to elucidate any difputed 


point than defining the terms made ufe of in the 


propofition, I fhall, as briefly as poffible endeavour 
to define the two terms Matter and Spirit. 
1. When we enter into an invefligation of the na- 


ture and properties of matter we fheuld take great 


care not to confound in éur minds the two ideas of 
Body and Matter. Wdeas, which although in our 
common purfuits in life cannot injure us by affimi- 
lating, yet when we come to reafon philofophical- 
ly on the fabje@, it is of the utmoft confequence to 
keep feperate and diftin@. Body is the immedi- 
ate object of our perception: but’ we can only ar- 
rive atan idea of matter through the medium of 
perceived bodies, and it is therefore generally con- 
founded with them. From hence it muft appear, 
that to arrive atan idea of matter, we muft examine 
into, and obferve what properties are poffeffed in 
commmon by all bodies on which we are ena- 
hled to meké experiments, and if any are difcover- 
-d to be invariably attached to body we are to con- 
clude that they are the indifpentible properties of* 
matter. Thus then do we find the power of gravi- 
ration univerfally the property of all thofe bodies of 
which we have an oppertenity of making eXxperi- 
ments with, and frem thence we may fairly infer 
that gravitation is an indifpenfible property of mar- 
ter. 

Purfiing this train of reaforing it muft appear 
evident to every perfon, who thinks at all, that 
every idea of matter which we can attain muft be 
through the meaus of its active powers, and there- 
fore, inftead of being that enert thing which it is 
afvally fuppofed to be, it is entirely compofed of 
powers. To corroborate this train of reafoning, I 
thal! quote the definitions of body and matter given 
by the juftly celebrated Dr. Hutton in his differtati- 
on on the powers of matter. And thefe definitions 
may carry more weight with them, as it will be 
feenin my next number, that they come from the 
pen of a profeffed immaterialift. 

“ Pody is an extended thing of definite dimenfi- 
ons, confecuently figured; it is capable ef being 
moved; and when moved, it is capable of retain- 
ing that motion, or of imparting it to another bo- 
dy. Matter, onthe other hand, is an unextended 
thing, according as it is confidered metaphyfically 
or phyfically. By indefinite or conditional extenfi- 
on, as appliefi to matter, I mean, thatthe greateft 
quantity may be comprifed in the finalleft fpace, 
ind the finalleft quantity ay occupy the greateft 
fpace. But, whatever matter is of itfelf, it muft 
be confidered az the caufe of motion and refiftance 
in natural bodies ; and this is all that we are per- 
mitted to judge of in the fcience of phyfics.” 

The moft folid foundation on which the immate- 
rialifts firft built their fyftem, was on the impenc- 
irability of matter. But this has been torn from 
them by a man, who while he thus fapped the 
“oundution with one hand, im vain endeavoured to 
(apport the tottering edifice with the other. 

“« Inftead then of faying, that matter, of which 
natural bodies are compofed, is perfectly hard and 

mpenetrable, whichis the received opinion of phi- 
ofephers, we would’ affirm, that there were no 
vermanent property of this kind ina material thing ; 
ut that there were certain refifting powers in bo- 
lies, by which the volumes and figures are prefent- 
-¢ to usin the actual information, which powers, 





rive at that grand revolution ia philo- 


might be overcome, See Huttons Phiicfophical Difs 
fertation on the powers of matter. 


fophy effected by Des Cartes. Here then a new } 


Thus then may we define matter to be an ative, 
penetrable thing. BONNETT. 
WMA awe 


THE SHIPWRECK, 


THE fhip Bonevia, of London, burthen about 250 
tons, Gapt.Srvoks, Commander, fet. fail from the 
coaft of Holland,on the 25th of November, 1724, 
having two pilots, the one Englith, the other Dutch ; 
his wife was alf on board with him. 

The day had been fair and clear, but in the even- 
ing about fix,it blew hard. The gale increafed inte 
a violent ftorm, and continued for about feven hours ; 
during which, the thip was ftranded off achujfen 
in the Tewe/. . 

In order to faye themfelvs, if poflible, the men all 
got into the long-boat, and were juit ready to put 
off; but not having their Captain among them,they 
called to haften him down, as the fea ran fo high 
that it even broke the boat, and endangered her 
beating to pieces againit the ftranded veffel. The 
Captain, in this nice and perilous point of time-re- 
colleéting that his wife was fea-fick iv the cabin, 
could not bear the thoughts of endeavouring to fave 
himfelf without her, and was carneftly labouring to 
bring her along with him: but the, who had heard 


ately, and refufed to go. She wept, and told him 
in the moft moving manner, that a woman in foch 
‘an extremity would prove a dangerous incumber- 
ance. She implored him, not to think of dividing 
his care, but to employ it all for the prefervation of 
his fingle life, much dearer te her than her own, 
For fome time he preifed her in vain; but at laft 
prevailed with her to come up with him upon deck, 
where the firft obfervation they made was, that the 
boat was out of fight; having been beaten off by 
the force of the fwell, that rofe betweeu her and 
the veffel. 
He was gazing fpeechlefs in her face ina defpait 
which he found no words to utter, when a biliow 
breaking over the fhip wathed him headdong iate 
the fea,amd left her fheicking, and: alone, behind 
him, in a condition fo far lefs fupportable thag his, 
that after a fucceliion of the bittereft outcries, the 
fell forward ina fwoon, and funk fenfelefs after nim, 
The boat in the mean time endeavoured to return 


tain, who was yet faintly fwimming, the men difco- 
vered him in the fea,and took him up, quite fpent 
and fpeechleft ; ia this conditen they lsid him jig 
the boitm of the boat, and coming along the thip’s 
fide, one of the failors looking up, faw fomething 
like a woman, with her arms and cloaths entangled 
in the fhrouds: this was the Captgio’s wife, who 
in the moment of her falling ferward, had been flupe 


ported againft that part of the rigging. She was 
{till in a fwoon, but fo beloved by the mariners, thag 


that they might have it in their power to fave her, 

‘They were fo fortunate that they found means 
to lift her into the boat; where they laid her, dead 
to all appearance, by her hufband who was in the 
fame condition. Fhey put of again, and with 
great difficulty, got on fhore upon one of the iflands 
iy the Pexel, where the Captain coming *o himfélf, 
told his men, that they would have done more kind- 


| ly, had they let him perifh in the fea ; fince the life 


they had enforced upon him, muft forever bé im- 
bittered by the memory. of her unhappy ead, for 
whofe fuke only he had thought it worth withing for, 
His wife was uow recovering, ual near enaugh te 
hear. 

They flew into each others arms. And it is 
eafier to imagine than defcribe, what they thought, 
and faid, on fo tranfperting an occafion. 

This relationwas faithfully taken from the-mouth 
of @ gentleman, who was n cye- witue& of the pro 





videutial particulars, 


the men cry out, that the boat would fink under the — 
weight of two perfons more, embraced him paflion- 


to the fhip, and pafling providentially near the Cap- @ 


they redoubled their efforts to get her on board, & 
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